Superior’s Sewer Secrets

Just because you can
flush it, does not mean
you should flush it.

These wipes were removed
from a clogged screen at a
wastewater
treatment
facility in Eagan, MN.
Unlike toilet paper, wipes
do not break apart once
they are flushed. They
remain intact and get
caught on roots or other
debris in pipes, leading to
clogs, messy overflows and
expensive plumbing repairs.

The City of Superior maintains 150 miles of
sanitary sewer lines.

TOILETS ARE NOT
TRASH CANS

Occasionally city crews find odd items in the
sanitary sewers, such as:
Jewelry
Silverware
He-Man Figure
Syringes
Dice
Rubber ball
Sunglasses
Dolls
Goldfish
Mop heads

Dentures
Cell phones
$50 bill
Coins
Marbles
Undergarments
Wallet
Foam football
Rubber duckies
Bath towels

Learn more at:
www.ci.superior.wi.us/DontFlush
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Avoid Drain Pain
Improper trash disposal can lead to:
 Messy sewer back-ups
 Slow or blocked drains
 Overflowing toilets
 Costly plumbing repairs
 Problems at the wastewater treatment
facility
 Environmental Pollution

City of Superior

Environmental Services Division of Public Works
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51 East 1st St.
Superior, WI 54880
Phone: 715-394-0392
Fax: 715-394-0406
E-mail: ESDPW-Info@ci.superior.wi.us
Website: www.ci.superior.wi.us/esd

How You Can Protect Your
Family, Community, and Lake
Superior from Sewer
Backups and Overflows

Don’t Rush to Flush!

Think Before You Flush

Disposing of items properly not only saves time,
money, and water, it also helps protect the
environment.

Even if an item makes it down the drain, it can cause a blockage further down the pipe.

Common Household Items
Personal care products, feminine hygiene products,
paper products, food wastes, fats, oils, and grease
are just a few examples of items that should never
be disposed of down the drain. Not only do they
cause damage to pipes, they can also introduce
pollutants or toxins that aren’t treatable by current
wastewater treatment facility practices.

Most household pipes are only 4 to 6 inches in diameter and could already be partially blocked by
tree roots or other imperfections. When wipes, paper towels, diapers, or other items get caught on
these roots or imperfections, they can accumulate and start collecting other materials like fat, oil,
and grease, creating blockages and causing costly plumbing repairs or maintenance.

Proper disposal of common household items
includes garbage cans, recycling bins, or compost
piles.
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Hazardous Materials
Hazardous materials like paints, stains, and bleach
cleaners should be brought to your local hazardous
waste recycling facility.
The City of Superior’s Environmental Services
Division will take and recycle mercury-containing
items, like Compact Fluorescent Bulbs (CFLs), from
Superior and Douglas County residents free of
charge.

Wipes Are Causing Plumbing Woes
Toilet paper is designed to breakdown in a matter of seconds, whereas wipes are designed to
withstand moisture and remain intact.
Wet wipes, including those labeled “flushable” or “septic safe,” do not degrade and become a
nuisance. They flush down, but don’t flush out, leading to costly problems in our homes,
wastewater treatment network, and the environment.

Old or Expired Medications
Unused or expired medications should be taken to pharmaceutical disposal sites and should never be disposed
of down the drain. Pharmaceuticals are not removed by current wastewater treatment practices and can end up
polluting our waters, negatively impacting aquatic species, and contaminating our food and water supplies.

Pharmaceutical disposal sites in Superior
Bring your unwanted, unused, or expired medications to the following locations for disposal:
th
 Superior Police Dept.—1316 N 14 St Suite 150
 Essentia Health Superior Pharmacy—3500 Tower Ave

Just Remember the 3 P Rule!
Only three things should be flushed!

