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Upcoming
Events
Aug 7 (Thu) 9 a.m.
Tour of the
Superior
Wastewater
Treatment Plant
Tour lasts about 35 min.
Now’s your chance. If
you never have had a
tour here or it’s been a
while, come on by.
Please let us know how
many will be coming.
Aug 15 (Fri) 9 a.m.
Tour De Water
Bus Tour of sites in
Superior with
strategies to slow
down and clean
stormwater. Free.

Tour will run about 2.5
hours and we will be
stopping at 5 locations.
Meet at Barkers Island
near the S.S. Meteor
Museum. Pre-registration
requested by Aug 12.

Aug 23 (Sat)
Weed Walks

Meet at the Environmental
Services booth at the
Barkers Island Farmers
Market. Guest presenter:
Pam Roberts, Northwoods
Coop Weed Management
Area Coordinator. You’ll
learn about weed i.d. and
control on short walks.
Walks on the hour—
9 a.m., 10 a.m., and 11 a.m.

ESD Community Displays
Look for our displays at the
Mariner Mall, the Blaine Business
Center, and in the Government
Center atrium. Topics are rotated
about once a month. Stop at the
Wastewater Treatment Plant for
free bookmarks.

Tour Water Protection Practices in Superior
Businesses, schools,
organizations, the City of
Superior, and residents
can all implement
practices on land to slow
down stormwater runoff.
With reduced and slowed
down runoff less pollutants
and soil travels off site and
avoids entering storm
drains draining to Lake
Superior.

Make your registration for the
bus tour by calling 715/3940392 to learn more about
water protecting practices
going on in Superior on a free
two and a half hour tour. The
tour will be held on Friday,
Aug 15 starting at 9 a.m. at
Barkers Island near the S.S.
Meteor Museum. Please
register in advance by
August 12. Space is limited.

All Aboard!
Starts at 9 a.m.
Friday, Aug. 15

The 2.5 hour tour is free.

Watersheds, Streams, and You
We all live in a
watershed. Watersheds
are simply the area of
land where all the water
that is under it or drains
off of it goes into the same
place. The Lake Superior
drainage basin area is
49,300 square miles with
Wisconsin contributing
3000 square miles. The
whole city of Superior
and neighboring areas
are part that—draining
into Lake Superior.
WI DNR Impaired
Waters
In the state of WI over 700
waterbodies are listed as
impaired. In 2014, 192
were added to the list in

Wisconsin. One quarter
of the more than 700
waterbodies on
Wisconsin’s impaired
waters list fail to meet
water quality standards
due to phosphorus
pollution.
Nearly 40% of fish in
North
American
Can you
freshwater
name
streams,
rivers, and Superior
lakes are streams?
found to be
vulnerable, threatened,
or endangered.
Good water quality
helps for healthy fish
and aquatic life.

Find these waterways: Faxon Creek,
Newton Creek, Bluff Creek, Bear Creek,
Dutchman Creek and the Pokegama River.

Storm Drain Art - Talent Meets the Sidewalk
Sidewalk areas beside six
storm drains in Superior
were painted by local
community artists in May.
Participating artists were
Jeredt Runions,
Falyn McCotter,
Chelsey Miller,
Holly Bounting with Joshua Vig,
Colin James Wiita,
and Thomas Rep.
An art exhibit on the art and
education related to
stormwater pollution was at
the SCFTA North End Art
Gallery in the Red Mug
Building June 13-July 12.

Public Art that Educates
Have you noticed one of the murals yet?
Locations of all the mini-murals are on
the city website at ci.superior.wi.us/
stormdrainart. Maps can be picked up at
the Superior Public Library, Government
Center, Bong Veterans Center, Fairlawn
Mansion, and several more sites.
Thanks to Sherwin-Williams for donating
paint. The project was funded by the
Community Opportunity Fund of the
Duluth-Superior Area Community
Foundation. The grant also supported a
PSA on Slowing Down Stormwater
runoff that ran for 6 weeks on KQDS-TV.

Like Us on Facebook. Subscribe to our Blog. Follow us on Twitter. Visit the ESD News & Events Page on the web.
This newsletter is printed on post-consumer waste paper.
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5 Benefits of

Rain Barrels








You assist in
recycling water
Your plants love
the rain water—
it’s naturally,
chlorine-free
Homeowners save
money on their
water bills
Provide a free
water source and
ease reliance on
the city’s water
supply
Help reduce
stormwater
runoff—and
reduce pollutants
that would be
carried by
stormwater flow

Purchase a rain barrel or
make one. Instructions
on making your own rain
barrel are on the city
website. Search for rain
barrels.

ESD held a Water Words
Poetry Contest this spring.
Here is a submission by
John Hansen of Superior.

Water Never Forgets
...to quench thirst,
to wash away dirt,,
We, take this for granted.
… water does not!
Rain drops collect
Forming ponds,
Nourishing the soil,
Sustaining wildflowers,
Creatures, Us.
Why do we forget?
WATER NEVER FORGETS!
WI Poet Laureate Max Garland
is coming to Superior July 20
for Lake Superior Day.
Sept 15-21
is National
Pollution
Prevention
Week.
It’s also known
as P2 Week.
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Youth Learn about Keeping Water Clean
Puppet Shows Spotty the
frog and Snowy the Bald Eagle
visited 21 classrooms with
local 1st grade, 2nd grade, and
pre-school youth. Over 350
youth met the puppets and
many came up for a puppet
hug after the program on
learning how to keep water
clean
and a
little
song.

A Water Fair ESD coordinated the
March 18 interactive learning event at the
Mariner Mall. Over 100 5th graders from
Bryant and Cooper Elementary Schools. Ten
active learning stations were run by WI
DNR Fisheries (see above photo), MN Sea
Grant, NOAA, Lake Superior National
Estuarine Research Reserve, EPA, UWS
Lake Superior Research Institute, Superior
Environmental Services, and teachers.

In March we visited Girl Scouts and
a Daisy troop at Four
Corners School and
vers a
ESD deli
demonstrated
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ducatio
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t
Enviroscape - town
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m
m
o
c
model showing how storme
Wastewater
in th
water
can
move
materials on surfaces.
Treatment Tours
Leaking
motor
oil,
pet
waste,
fertilizers,
and
soil
move as rain (using a
All 5th graders (over 350 students) in Superior
mist
bottle)
falls
on
the
town.
We
also
made
flowers
from toilet paper
toured the Superior Wastewater Treatment Plant
and
taught
about
what
NOT
to
flush.
The
toilet
is
not
a trash can.
in May and June. The tour included learning about
We
also
brought
EnviroScape
to
the
well-attended
family
Science
Preliminary Treatment, Primary Treatment, and
Night
at
UWS
in
April
to
show
non-point
source
pollution.
Secondary Treatment (biological). We also had
classroom time on the water cycle, what not to
We held Toilet Day at the Superior Public Library on
flush, and how to prevent stormwater pollution.
June 14 with displays, video, and a scavenger hunt.

Tiny Creatures Do Good
We want healthy
Compost food scraps
plants growing in our and organic material and
add compost to your
yard and gardens.
Healthy plant growth is
connected to healthy soil.
Soil health is defined as
the continued capacity of
soil to function as a vital
living ecosystem that
sustains plants, animals,
and humans. Healthy soil
helps plants grow,
absorbs and holds
rainwater, filters and
buffers potential
pollution.

gardens and lawn.
Aerate your lawn for
healthier, vibrant growth.
Aeration gives space for
roots to grow and lets
water make its way down.
Get a Soil Test Call
(715) 387-2523 for more
information. A soil map is
available through the
USDA WI Natural
Resources
Conservation Service

Organisms typically found in
a teaspoon of soil:
>1 million bacteria
15-500 beneficial nematodes
>10,000 protozoa
>150 micrograms of fungal
hyphae
Few to several hundred
thousand microarthropods
All the organisms work together to
make nutrient cycling work.
By the way, it’s tiny organisms are
the main workers at the
Wastewater Treatment plant.

Community & City Involvement
ADOPT A
STORM DRAIN

PICK UP LITTER/
DO NOT LITTER

By adopting a storm drain in
your neighborhood you help to
prevent localized flooding and
help reduce pollution coming
from yards and streets and
going down storm drains.
Individuals, schools, churches,
organizations, and business are
welcome to inquire. Call 715394-0392. We also can set up a
group to stencil storm drains.

Sections along Faxon Creek,
Newton Creek, the St. Louis
River, and Wisconsin Point were
cleared of litter by local groups.

THANK YOU !

Northern Lights Elementary students
Lake Superior Elementary students
WITC biology club & the St. Louis
River Alliance.

If you participate in a litter pickup
outing or would like us to help recruit
helpers, please let us know.

WATER WORD TO KNOW

REPORT ILLICIT
DISCHARGE
If you notice a spill or extra debris
entering a street drain or coming

out an outfall (stormwater exit
pipe), call 715/394-2761. You may
also use the online reporting form.
www.ci.superior.wi.us/discharge

Don’t know where to bring
unwanted liquids, such as paint or
oil? Never dump anything
down a storm drain.
Disposal locations for Superior:
www.ci.superior.wi.us/disposalguide

Detention and Retention Basins

Stormwater basins are common conventional methods for managing stormwater. Basins collect stormwater and
slowly release it at a controlled rate so that downstream areas are not flooded or eroded. The main difference
between a detection, or dry, basin and a retention basin is whether or not it has a permanent pool of water.
Slowing runoff helps attenuate the runoff. The amount of treatment, or cleaning, of the water is limited.

City of Superior Environmental Services, Division of Public Works (715) 394-0392 www.ci.superior.wi.us/esd
Stop by at our booths or events. We’ll be at Farmers Markets, Cause for the Paws walk, East End Days, and more events.

