HOW WETLANDS BENEFIT YOUR COMMUNITY

All communities need to control costs, improve efficiency, and provide quality services. Water-related services,
including drinking and surface water protection, flood abatement, and stormwater management, represent a
significant portion of municipal and county budgets. Wetlands, though best known for their natural beauty
and wildlife habitat values, also naturally provide many water quality improvement and management services.
Protecting and restoring wetlands can therefore contribute to the economic health, public safety, and quality of
life in Wisconsin’s communities in the following ways:

Wetlands form in low
spots on the landscape. Often likened to sponges and
described as “nature’s hazard insurance,” wetlands store
rain that runs off the land and slowly release it to the
atmosphere, groundwater, and adjacent lakes, rivers, and
streams. While the ability of any particular wetland to
reduce flood damages varies, strategic wetland protection
and restoration can help reduce flood peaks and damage,
protect human health and safety, and reduce the need for
expensive projects such as levees, detention ponds, and
the reconstruction of flood-damaged roads.*

The Greenseams Program, an innovative flood management initiative
of the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) permanently
protects key undeveloped lands in the region’s urbanizing watersheds.
As of spring 2009, the 1,287 acres of hydric (wetland) soils protected or
restored store an estimated 830 million gallons of water. These wetland
acres are hard at work reducing flood risks and damages for the 1.1
million residents and 28 communities in the greater Milwaukee area.*

“Our local wetlands, surrounding
Ashland and the Chequamegon Bay,
the Kakagon Sloughs and Fish Creek
Estuary, are vital in preserving the
high water quality and healthy ecosystem for Ashland and its residents.
We must be constantly aware of
their fragile state and protect them
from harm, for the good of us all.”
~ Mayor Ed Monroe, City of Ashland

“The Pardeeville dam has
breached…impacts to
downstream communities
in Portage are not expected
due to a massive wetland
complex between the two
cities.”

~ From Wisconsin Emergency
Management’s Situation Report on
Storms # 37; June 14, 2008
MMSD-Greenseams Program

Wetlands Reduce Flooding:

FEMA-Walter Jennings

Wisconsin
residents like to hunt, fish, paddle, bird watch, and connect with nature close to where
they live. Children especially delight in being able to catch frogs, chase dragonflies,
and get muddy in the wetlands in their backyards. School, youth, and community
groups benefit from the use of local wetlands as living classrooms where students
can enjoy an active learning experience. An abundance of protected landscapes
also helps businesses attract and retain employees, and can make your community
an attractive destination for tourists.
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Wetlands Improve the Quality of Life in Your Community:

Greenseams wetland restoration project in
City of Mequon, Ozaukee County

Wetlands Improve Water Quality:

Healthy wetlands slow
down and filter runoff from storms and snowmelt, sediment, and
other pollutants to settle out before reaching our lakes, rivers,
streams, and drinking water aquifers. Wetlands also have the ability
to absorb and transform or metabolize nutrients and contaminants.
Preserving these water purification functions of wetlands can save
your community money by eliminating or reducing the need for
costly upgrades to your community’s water management systems.
Because water quality improves as wetland acreage increases in the
watershed, and property values increase as water quality improves,
preserving wetlands can help increase your community’s tax base.*

*Additional resources and supporting research are available at www.wisconsinwetlands.org/localgovs.htm.
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Wetlands Increase Hunting, Fishing and Recreation Spending:

Duck Hunting in Jefferson Marsh, Jefferson County

75% of Wisconsin’s wildlife species depend on wetlands for some portion of
their life cycle, including important game species such as deer, bear, ducks,
geese, woodcock, pheasant, grouse, walleye, and northern pike. Communities
that maintain healthy wetlands on public and private lands can realize a
greater portion of the $3.8 billion dollars in annual retail sales and the 72,000
jobs associated with Wisconsin’s hunting and outdoor recreation economy.*

Restoring Wetlands and Wetland Functions

The benefits of wetland restoration are so widely acknowledged that state
and federal agencies [e.g., Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(WDNR), USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), US Fish and
Wildlife Service), and private organizations (Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants
Forever, Wisconsin Waterfowl Association], spend millions of dollars
restoring wetlands on Wisconsin’s public and private lands each year.
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Wetland restoration is the act of returning a degraded or former wetland to a close approximation of its
condition prior to disturbance. Many of the previously described wetland benefits can be reestablished
through the removal of drain tiles, filling or plugging of ditches, removal of fill or sediments, and control of
invasive plants.

Many programs such as the NRCS Wetlands Reserve Program focus on restoring wetlands on privately
owned lands. Communities interested in restoring wetlands specifically for water quality improvement
purposes can apply for grants and low cost loans through Wisconsin’s Clean Water Fund Program and state
and federal runoff management programs. Applying for restoration grants and encouraging wetland
restoration on private lands are two cost effective ways to reestablish the natural functions wetlands
once provided to your community. Links to wetland restoration and grant program details and resources,
including Wisconsin Wetlands Association’s Wetland Restoration Handbook for Wisconsin Landowners, can be
found at: www.wisconsinwetlands.org/localgovs.htm.

Location, Location, Location:

The principal that location matters applies to wetlands too. Wetlands
develop over thousands of years typically in low spots on the landscape, along the margins of rivers and lakes,
or where groundwater discharges from springs and seeps. Wetland functions that develop under site-specific
conditions over long periods of time can be difficult and very expensive to recreate elsewhere on the landscape.
For this reason, protecting the location of existing wetlands is the most effective way to preserve the public
benefits wetlands already provide to your community.
*Additional resources and supporting research are available at www.wisconsinwetlands.org/localgovs.htm.
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