PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION Minutes
Thursday, May 26, 2022

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Norén at 5:00 pm on May 26,2022 in
Government Center Room 204.
1. ROLL CALL
Members present: Nick Ledin, Ruth Ludwig, Gene Ludwig, Elizabeth Norén
Members excused: Jemal Broussard
City Staff present: Linda Cadotte, Russ Behlings, Jodi Saylor
1.1. Election of Officers
1.1.1. Chair
MOTION by Rosburg, second by Ludwig and carried to elect Nick Ledin as
Chair.
Chair Ledin called for nominations for Vice Chair.
1.1.2. Vice Chair
MOTION by Rosburg to nominate Jemal Broussard, no second was given.
Motion withdrawn by Rosburg.
MOTION by Ludwig, second by Rosburg and carried to elect Elizabeth
Norén as Vice-Chair.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
2.1. Parks & Recreation Commission (Meetings held March 24, 2022)
MOTION by Rosburg, second by Norén and carried to approve the minutes from
March 24, 2022 Parks & Recreation Commission meeting.
3. OLD BUSINESS
3.1. Parks & Recreation Commission Opening
This Commission has had a citizen opening for over a year. It comprises of 2 councilors
and 5 Citizens. Members were asked to put the word out and think of possible people to
fill this opening. Candidates need to live in City limits. They are encouraged to send a
letter of interest and their background to the Mayor’s office.
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4. NEW BUSINESS
4.1. Cross Country Ski Season - Recap
Overall it was a great season. Slideshow with data from the season is include in the
minutes.
4.2. Approve - Central Park Disc Golf Course Recommendation expand current 6 to 9-hole
course
We received 6 submissions on how to add three more holes to the course. Cadotte,
Behlings and a representative from the Lake Superior Disc Golf Association visited the
site and reviewed submissions made by the public. They compiled a new plan, included
in the minutes, that incorporates some elements from several of the submissions. The
current basket locations are worn and will need to be redone. The goal is to have two
basket locations at each hole so they can be rotated as needed. This plan would require
all new signage, a new overall course sign, three new t-pads, three new baskets and a
boardwalk for crossing over the creek. This project is budgeted in the CIP.
MOTION by Rosburg, second by Norén and carried to approve the Central Park
Disc Golf Course Recommendation to expand the current 6-hole course to a 9-hole
course.
4.3. Barker’s Island Boat Launch – Catamaran Leases
In the past, Blue Water Paddling has used a section of fence on public dock where access
is chained off and boats were stored. Then Blue Water Paddling and Wikiwiki stored
their boats (without formal permission) at the public launch on Barkers. After some back
and forth, as well as with the improvements happening on Barker’s Island boat launch
parking lot, a good location for this storage was able to be identified. A lease was drawn
up between these two organizations and the City to lease land and build an area for
storage of these boats. The cost of the build would be paid for via a separate payment
arrangement. Bluewater Paddling received a $3,000 grant from Rec Grants with the
intention of using it towards this. Currently, users pay $100 as residents or $200 as nonresidents to store canoes or kayaks (6 per rack) for the season. Users do have the option
to lease from the Barker’s Marina. After some discussion, members of the commission
decided they would like to hear directly from these two organizations on their plans for
this storage.
Van Sickle joined the meeting at 5:37pm.
MOTION by Ludwig, second by Norén and carried to have both Blue Water
Paddling and Wikiwiki present their history, their organization, and mission
statement to the Parks & Recreation Commission before a final decision is made on
the lease agreement.
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5. Vandalism Discussion – Camera Pilot Project
There have been a couple Public Safety Committee meetings about cameras. A pilot program
was put in the CIP budget for $10K. The system being recommended is a much more robust
system at a much higher cost.
Van Sickle left the meeting at 5:59pm
The Police Department has recommended a City wide system that would be a $50K budget
increase annually to install 20 cameras all over town. It is not feasible for enforcement or
financially prudent for the Parks Department to purchase and monitor their own system. The
group brainstormed other crime deterrent ideas such as motion sensor lights and alarms.
6. Pay Stations – Boat Launch & Cross Country Ski Passes
The City has been looking at automated pay stations at certain boat launches and ski trail
areas that would allow users to pay for a pass via credit card. The process is still being
looked at. Director Cadotte hopes to bring a recommendation to the next Parks & Recreation
Commission meeting.
7. RECURRING BUSINESS
7.1. Director’s Update
7.1.1. Woodstock Bay – One bid came in and was much higher than budget. We are
reworking and trying to do more of the work in-house. The plan is to have this
project happen in 2023.
7.1.2. Pickle Pond – a gentleman approached Director Cadotte about putting ARU units
to capture sounds (birds, etc.) pre-project and then post project. They would
place three units at the Pickle Pond and one at Loons Foot Landing. If large
enough trees are identified they could be place there, otherwise, they would be
installed on poles.
7.1.3. Swimming area at Barkers, buoys are in and a larger swimming area was made.
Water quality testing has also started for the season, including at Billings Park.
7.1.4. Children’s Memorial Garden Celebration will take place on Thursday, July 21st
at noon. There are 6 engraved bricks will be going in, including one outlining
how to sponsor a brick.
7.1.5. Path to Girl Scout Point from the Children’s Memorial Garden will be paved this
summer and we are looking at adding some glow stone to the path.
7.1.6. Superior Municipal Forest Master Plan stakeholder meetings happening now to
get some preliminary input on the planning process.
7.1.7. Bayside Sounds Around Town schedule is finalized and kicks off July 13.
7.1.8. Veteran’s Park Project was funded at $150 CDBG and $65K from the CIP.
CDBG had another project that did not happen and so some funds were
reallocated and the plan is out for bid with $250K budget with strictly CDBG
funds. We are hoping to also potentially utilize this contract for the small
playground area at Carl Gullo Park that will be happening between this and next
summers.
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7.1.9. Superintendent Update
7.1.9.1. Trail lighting – down-casting light that lumens can be adjusted to meet
Dark Sky specs. All solar. Enough in budget to do outer and inner red
cross country ski trails. All of the lights will be pole mounted. The crew
tested several out and the best one was mounted at the pay station on
42nd. These will all be on timers.
7.1.10. Central Park Garden has been redone and is ready for planting.
7.1.11. Webster Park – the crew worked on that garden more, just waiting on
benches. Center planter placed and did some drainage work. Signs are
in the process.
7.1.12. Boat launches all open. A lot of woody debris came in that has been
cleared.
7.1.13. Disc Golf is now installed and open in the forest. Lake Superior Disc
Golf Association is encouraging people to be easy out there while it is
wet and will do some work out there to help keep it in good shape.
7.1.14. The Parks Crew is fully staffed for seasonal workers.
7.1.15. Conducted first successful control burn on Barkers Island to deal with
some invasive species. That went very well.
7.1.16. Trail extension on the Makwa Ziibiins Miikana - Bear Creek Trail has
had beaver issues which has caused flooding. There is a single 6 foot
culvert that connects into Allouez Bay and the beavers are building into
it big and quickly. Crews have cleared it out several times. Working on
dealing with that and have installed a grate to keep the beavers out.
Once the landfill cap finished they will be able to complete the trail
through to Lot 1.
8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
8.1. Confirm next meeting date as July 28, 2022 in Room 204 of the Government Center
9. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Ledin adjourned the meeting at 6:34 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Jodi Saylor
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2021‐2022
Cross Country Ski Trails
Jodi Saylor – Admin Assistant
Russell Behlings –Superintendent
Linda M Cadotte ‐ Director

Superior Municipal Forest
Cross‐County Ski Trails groomed
December 6, 2021 through
March 16, 2022

Trail counters recorded an
average daily use of 38 skiers per
day on the trail
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“I just want to say how much I enjoy skiing on the SMF trails! The
groomers do a fantastic job every day to keep the trails in mint
condition. We have the best trails in the entire area bar none!
Being a Superior resident, I have been promoting the heck out of
those trails on the websites Skinnyski and Duluth Trail Conditions
almost daily!! I’ve provided write‐ups on trail conditions, pricing,
directions and maps for people to check out. I’m happy to say
I’ve made a huge difference in getting new people to Superior to
ski from all over the area! I’ve met tons of folks on the trails and
they said they are coming to Superior, in part, because of my
reviews and information. That’s awesome. I can see the
difference in the amount of folks I see in the parking lot and on
the trails and hopefully, you have seen an uptick in season
passes, as well.
More and more people are discovering our gem over here and
are hopefully spending some money in our stores and
restaurants, as well.
Again, thank you for keeping our trails in tip top shape.”

Thanks for a
great season!
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