PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
January 27, 2022
Room 204 Government Center & Via Zoom
Members Present In Person: Keith Kern, Elizabeth Norén, Nick Ledin, Gene Rosburg
Members Not Present: Jemal Broussard, David Kroll
Also Present: Linda Cadotte (Director of Parks, Recreation & Forestry), Russ Behlings (Parks
Superintendent), Jodi Saylor (Administrative Assistant, Parks, Recreation & Forestry), Jenny
Van Sickle (City Councilor), Katelyn Baumann* (UW-Superior), Dave Grandmaison* (WI
DNR), Shelley Nelson* 1(Superior Telegram)
Councilor Kern called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m.
1. Approve October 28, 2021 Meeting Minutes
MOTION by Rosburg, second by Norén and carried to approve the October 28,
2021 meeting minutes with the correction to the meeting dates for the 4th Thursday
of the month in item 13.
2. Children’s Memorial Garden Update - Katelyn Baumann (UW Superior)
Baumann is an Outreach Program Manager at UW-Superior. As part of a leadership
program she participated in, her group worked on a final project which was the idea to
build a Children’s Memorial Garden. This garden is dedicated to anyone who grieves the
loss of a child regardless of age or reason of passing. The project started in August of
2014 with the official planting in July of 2018 and the brick pathway and plaques being
installed in the summer of 2021. Every year new elements have been worked on. The first
bricks will start to be engraved this winter with installation in the summer of 2022. The
Blooms Brothers will officially adopt the park in summer 2022 and there will be a formal
recognition of the park during the week of July 18, 2022. (Final date will be sent out to
Commission once set) The brick sponsorship application will be open to anyone to order
bricks to be installed the following summer. They hope to sustain the garden through this
sponsorship platform. The cost of the brick includes the purchase, engraving, and
installation. Scholarships will be offered to those that may not be able to afford to
purchase a brick.
a. Brick Sponsorship Form
Currently, we have 4 bricks ready to be engraved and installed this spring.
MOTION by Ledin, second by Rosburg and carried to approve the Brick
Sponsorship Order Form.
Baumann left at 5:20pm
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3. Wild Rice/Goose Management update & presentation - David Grandmaison
Grandmaison is the St. Louis River Wild Rice Habitat & Restoration Project Coordinator
for the WI DNR. Their goal is to bring wild rice back to the Estuary. They are attempting
to restore 275 acres and are targeting 18 different sites. They are doing this through
vegetation management, wild rice seeding annually, herbivory (geese) management and
annual monitoring to asses and evaluated the impacts of their management actions. They
have seeded approximately 60,000 pounds of wild rice in the estuary. They are starting to
see some results from the efforts they are putting in. Canada geese continue to pose
challenges for the restoration. They have used many different techniques to dissuade
geese from eating the rice including exclosures. The exclosures help, but they are limited
in how many of these they can use. They did a goose roundup in July of 2021 and were
able to remove 187 geese. The geese were humanely euthanized and donated to the Lake
Superior Zoo who was able to use them for enrichment for their carnivore program. They
are hoping to replicate this effort in summer 2022. Continued monitoring of the area will
guide what is done going forward.
Councilor Ledin asked how they can determine how many geese they can round up and
how they determine roundups are no longer needed. Grandmaison said that there is a take
permit that allows for a certain number of geese statewide. He works closely with them to
determine the number to be taken. Eventually the rice gets to the density where roundup
does not need to be done every year. This is the best year they have seen for growth in the
estuary so they are seeing results from years of seeding and being diligent on some of the
sites herbivory management. Rain and drought can also affect growth of the rice.
Grandmaison will also present to the Wisconsin Point Committee but is also looking for
support from this Commission to continue utilizing City sites for access during 2022
round-up efforts.
MOTION by Kern, second by Norén and carried to approve continuing the
partnership with the Wisconsin DNR in the estuary.
Grandmaision left at 5:40pm.
4. Naming Recommendation Millennium Trail Bike Loop #1 – “Senior Slide”
We received only one public comment during the public comment period in support of
the name. Per the naming policy, the name then comes to the Parks and Recreation
Commission and then to City Council for final approval. Members thought that the name
was appropriate as it was suggested by Henry Campbell who spearheaded and worked on
creating this new trail. The volunteer team can plan some sort of formal event
announcing the trail if they wish.
MOTION by Ledin, second by Rosburg and carried to approve naming the
Millennium Trail Bike Loop #1 “Senior Slide”.
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5. CIP Project Recommendations
a. The next 5 years of parks Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) were removed. The
ARPA has budgeted $2.25M - $1M specific for Woodstock Bay, $1.25M for
other projects and $100K for the tree fund. Cadotte shared the draft of the projects
being proposed for the next five years.
Councilor Kern asked for an update on Woodstock Bay. Currently we are
working on some design modifications right now. Director Cadotte was asked to
have the Starry Skies group look over the plan and have an engineer verify that
the fixtures and lighting fall within their guidelines. Starry skies does not have
specific guidelines yet so it is more of a review process. Also, with the wetland
permitting and storm water solid suspensions, looking at putting a retaining pond
where field of trees was going to be. What was planned to put out for bid would
not include the pathways around or some of the lookouts. It will include the
pavilion, parking areas, water access, improved access for ice fishing, and the
vault restroom and storm water treatments. Looking at replacing some of the trees
with some wetland plants to help treat water. The project was initially projected at
$1.4M with everything, not including the boardwalk through the wetland across
the road. We are hoping to come in at $1.25M. If not, that will also push some
other upgrades. We have $150K from a Wisconsin Coastal Management Grant to
put towards this project as well.
Director Cadotte shared a list of the potential CIP projects and there was brief
discussion. This will come back to the Committee in March for further
consideration and final approval.
MOTION by Ledin, second by Rosburg and carried to table this item until
the March meeting.
6. Director and Superintendent’s Reports
a. Recreational Grant letters went out to anyone who received a grant from 2019 –
2021. There will be two meetings in March, the first of which will be to review
the applications and the second to consider approval of the recommendations. At
this time, there is no plan to have presentations by the applicants. The budget for
2022 is $70K which is $10K less than 2021.
b. Cadotte was approached by an Eagle Scout about a project to do benches along
the Makwa Ziibiins Miikana Trail. They will be the Leopold style similar to the
bench out there. There will be about a dozen.
Van Sickle left at 6:12pm.
c. Ski Passes – overall numbers are extremely high right now. It is very busy on the
trails.
d. It has been a challenge to find enough people to staff the warming sheds. The
Human Resources Committee approved allowing two 16 or 17 year olds to pair
up at one rink versus only being able to higher people 18 and up. This will apply
to the playground program as well. The pay rate was increased as well from
around $11 to $15 per hour.
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e. Pickle Pond we are getting much closer to the transfer of property from BNSF to
the City. Looking at vegetated buffer doing a transitional planting and clearing in
that area. Likely will not happen until next year. Hopeful the railroad will get this
completed so we retain funding for this project.
f. Behlings – Ice rinks look good, flooding amounts are down due to cold temps so
water use will be down. They installed a plastic liner at Billings Park to see how
that works. It did create some challenges so the ice is thicker on one end than the
other but it did save some time in setup.
g. The sidewalk plowing program has been going smoothly this year.
h. The Parks Crew is now fully staffed for the first time in a couple of years!
i. Lake Superior Ice Festival this weekend – come out and enjoy!
www.LakeSuperiorIceFestivval.com
7. The next meeting will be March 17, 2022 at 5pm in Room 204 of the Government

Center.
Councilor Kern announced the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
Minutes submitted to the Council Meeting of February 15, 2022.
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Background
Information
• August 2014: Leadership Superior, Douglas County starts
• September 2014: Idea of creating a memorial garden is
proposed and group forms
• April-May 2015: Parks & Rec Commission and Superior City
Council officially approves location
• August 2017: Final garden design developed
• By September 2017: Raised $16,000 for the garden
• October 2017: Japanese Tree Lilacs planted
• July 2018: Garden is officially planted under leadership of The
Blooms Brothers
• August 2019: New plants added to the garden and
sponsorship & plaque design begins
• Summer 2021: Brick pathway installed and plaques are added
• December 2021: Brick Pathway Sponsorship form developed

Location - Billings Park, Second Point

Raising Funds

Memorial Garden Designs

July 2018

July 2018

August 2019

Summer 2021

Any Now?
• January 2022: Update to Parks & Rec Commission
• Winter 2022: First bricks are engraved
• Spring 2022: Formal adoption of the Children’s Memorial
Garden by The Blooms Brothers. Alliance Masonry adds
first engraved memorial bricks
• Summer 2022: New plants and flowers added, new
mulch, etc.
• Week of July 18, 2022: Formal recognition and welcome
to community

Thank
you!
Katelyn Baumann
katelynbaumann@gmail.com

Children’s Memorial Garden
Brick Pathway Sponsorship Form
Our mission is to create a garden of hope, healing, and peace for families and friends that have experienced the tragic loss of a child. We
hope that all families and friends will feel welcome to visit this garden and remember their child's life. This garden will be a peaceful
sanctuary for reflection and recollection of cherished memories, and it will act as a symbol of life’s everlasting beauty and grace. The
garden will be dedicated to all who grieve the loss of a child, regardless of age or reason or passing. This program will allow people to
purchase bricks, to be placed in our Children’s Memorial Garden, in memory or honor of someone you love.

Information


The Children’s Memorial Garden, located on Second Point in Billing’s Park, will have a walkway made up of
personalized, engraved bricks. All bricks will be placed randomly throughout the walkway.



Each brick may be engraved according to the chart below. All bricks shall contain a message in memory for or
of a child who has passed away. All messages should be inspirational and consistent with the mission of the
Children’s Memorial Garden and should provide comfort and support to grieving families.



Installation will be done in the spring (around June 15). Application must be in by December 1 (previous
year).



Bricks are guaranteed for one year; if a brick is broken during this time, the City will replace it at no cost.



The City will host an annual dedication ceremony for your brick including a Donor and/or Recipient Certificate
and recognition in the Superior Telegram.

Options
Option 1: 7” x 3.5” Brick
3 Lines, 14 characters/spaces per line
$50 per brick

Option 2: 7” x 7” Brick
6 Lines, 14 characters/spaces per line
$75 per brick

Option 3: 10.5” x 7” Brick
6 Lines, 22 characters/spaces per line
$125 per brick

If you have any other questions, please call the City of Superior Parks, Rec & Forestry Department
at 715-395-7270 or email. You can also find the Children’s Memorial Garden on Facebook.

Engraved Brick Order Form
Completely fill in form and submit with payment (make check payable to City Treasurer)
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email Address:
Brick Choice & Message:
Please print clearly, using capital letters, the name or message you would like on your special brick in the boxes below.
Spaces and punctuation marks count as a single character. Small shapes such as or  can be added to any brick and take 1
½ spaces.

 Option 1 - $50 per brick: 7” x 3.5” Brick – 3 lines, 14 characters/spaces per line
LINE 1:
LINE 2:
LINE 3:
 Option 2 - $75 per brick: 7” x 7” Brick - 6 lines, 14 characters/spaces per line
LINE 1:
LINE 2:
LINE 3:
LINE 4:
LINE 5:
LINE 6:
 Option 3 - $125 per brick: 10.5” x 7” Brick - 6 lines, 22 characters/spaces per line
LINE 1:
LINE 2:
LINE 3:
LINE 4:
LINE 5:
LINE 6:

Financial (choose all that apply)
 Enclosed is my check for $_________
 Enclosed is an additional donation of $________ for the continued care and maintenance of the garden.
 I need help in financing a brick. If enough funds are available, partial aid will be available to you.

Donor & Recipient Certificate Messages (choose one or both)
 DONOR CERTIFICATE custom message, if desired will be printed on the paper certificate
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
 RECIPIENT CERTIFICATE custom message, if desired will be printed on the paper certificate
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
 Please check here if you DO NOT want your tribute published in the Superior Telegram.

Authorized Signature
Finally, the following signature certifies that the City of Superior Parks, Rec & Forestry Department has been given the
authority to inscribe the below-listed name on the memorial brick walkway. The person giving this authorization and signing
below is either a parent, guardian, family member, or close friend who has the permission of the family to have this name
inscribed.

Signature: _______________________________________

Date: ______________________

Engraved Brick Order Form and payment can be mailed or emailed (parks@ci.superior.wi.us) to:
City of Superior Parks, Rec & Forestry Department, 1316 N 14th St, Room 200, Superior, WI 54880

St. Louis River Estuary
Wild Rice Habitat
Restoration Project
Dave Grandmaison
St. Louis River Wild Rice Habitat & Restoration
Project Coordinator, Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources
email: david.grandmaison@wisconsin.gov
phone: 715-817-8510

Restoration Goals
• 275 acres restored & enhanced
• density target (1 stem / 0.5m2)
*in 50% of sampling points during 3 of 5 years

Restoration Actions
• Vegetation management
• Wild rice seeding
• Herbivory management
• Annual monitoring

Canada geese continue to
pose challenges for wild rice
restoration.

Site

Total

Arrowhead Landing

22

Power Squadron

51

Oliver Landing

34

Oliver Landing

13

Plover Site

47

Oliver Landing

20

Canada Goose Roundup
• July 1st & 2nd, 2021
• 187 geese removed

Current Wild Rice Status
• The 2021 growing season was the most productive season that we’ve
experienced since restoration efforts began.
• Prior to 2021, only one site (Duck Hunter Bay North) met restoration
density targets.
• In 2021, three sites met density targets (Duck Hunter Bay North,
Radio Tower Bay, and Rask Bay).
• Goose herbivory management is crucial for continuing this trend.

Moving Forward (2022 – 2026)
• Continued wild rice restoration work including herbivory
management.
• Early July goose roundup
• Sites to be determined based on goose activity and proximity to restoration
sites (e.g., Arrowhead Landing, other sites possible)

• Work Initiation Document
• Continued Monitoring

Capital Projects – updated 2022
5 Year Plan
Parks, Recreation & Forestry
Recommendations are based using the following: CORP Plan Prioritization of specialty projects,
anecdotal usage (size of park, location, community vs neighborhood, multi-use, playground program,
rentals, etc), leverage of grants, and following the general vision and community input.

Carry forward projects ($700,000)
$5,000

Install benches and sign kiosk at Municipal Forest Disc Golf Course

$2,000

Complete Webster Dream Park Sensory Garden

$6,000

Compete line painting of Heritage Park Court Consolidation

$200,000

Barker’s Island Boat Launch Parking Lot – parking lot upgrade, fish cleaning station
& kiosk

$65,000

Upgrades at Veteran’s Park

$10,000

Finish connection Mukwa Ziibiini Trail from Wis Point Road to Lot #1

$30,000

Electrical upgrades for events at Barker’s Festival Park and Barker’s Fountain

$15,000

Reconfiguration and resurfacing of skating rinks in Billings Park

Capital Improvement Projects
($2,250,000) + Tree Fund ($100,000)
$1,250,000

Woodstock Bay Access Project

$200,000

Carl Gullo Court Consolidation, playground equipment, new signage and restroom
upgrade to rinks

$70,000

Osaugie Trail Paving from 44th Ave E to Moc Mike Road

$15,000

Lot near the garage/Children’s Memorial Garden in Billings Park

$30,000

Path out to stone circle 6’ wide paved path right down the middle of the point to
stone circle avoids all the trees
Overlay parking lot

$75,000

Davey Tree Software, Full Tree Assessment, Implementation of Software and
hardware

$25,000

Superior Municipal Forest Master Plan

$45,000

Invasive species treatment and vegetation (Wis Point and other areas)

$25,000

Lighting for Inner loop Cross Country Ski Trail

$30,000

Trail improvements for Municipal Forest – including crossings for disc golf, brushing
equipment rental, culverts, hardened surfacing on yellow trail, and support for
Henry’s team

$15,000

Two pay station kiosks for boat launches

$45,000

Boat Wash Station

$5,500

Central Park Disc Golf Course Upgrades (add 3 holes and upgrade signage)

$10,000

Security Cameras System – pilot project in two locations

$200,000

Shoreline Stabilization – Billings Park – Stone Circle

$12,500

Water access and drinking fountain at dog park

$250,000

Storage facility/Restroom/Ski Storage Shed

$50,000

Dog Wash Station

$65,000

Solar garden investment – 20 blocks

$45,000

Vault restroom at Disc Golf/Ski Trail head & Kiosk

$15,000

Skating rink automated lights

$225,000

Re-configure ballfields and new fencing at 58th Street

$30,000

Trash can/recycling standardization and bench replacements

CDBG 2022 - $150,000
$150,000

Pour in place surfacing at Veteran’s Park – Equipment Tower Upgrade

CDBG 2023 - $150,000 (?)
$250,000

Wade Bowl Skating rink/splash pad combo
Playground pour in place surfacing replacement

