Help keep Lake Superior clean. Help keep our rivers and streams healthy.
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Water pollution degrades surface waters making them unsafe for drinking,
fishing, swimming and other activities. Stormwater can pick up pollutants,
sediment, debris, litter, and nutrients as it flows along impervious surfaces.
These materials can then be carried down one of Superior’s 3000 storm drains
which empty untreated (in most cases) into local streams.

We all live in a watershed.
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via storm drains.
Do your part to ensure that
only stormwater goes down
storm drains. Adopt-a-Drain!
www.ci.superior.wi.us/AdoptDrain

Which local
watershed do you
live in? Where does the
drain nearest to your
home go?

Get to Know

We care about our local
waterways. The streams and
rivers provide wildlife habitat,
outdoor recreational
opportunities, beauty,
and drinking water
after the water
arrives at Lake
Superior.

Seven main waterways
twist and turn flowing
through Superior to
Lake Superior.

See full city map at:
www.ci.superior.wi.us/809/
Superior-Streams

Faxon Creek
watershed

Environmental Services Division of Public Works
51 E. 1st St., Superior WI 54880

715-394-0392
www.ci.superior.wi.us/esd

Newton Creek

Streams, Rivers & Creeks in Superior
The city of Superior has a population of about
27,000 people and is located on the southern
shoreline of Lake Superior and is bordered by the
St. Louis River to the west. Over 7 waterways enter
the bay heading to Lake Superior. Before houses and
streets, wetlands were more plentiful in our area.
As development
occurred more
impervious areas
(where water doesn’t
soak into the ground)
Fish and numerous
became part of our
aquatic organisms
community. Stormwater
run-off can flow across depend on good water
quality to survive and
these surfaces and pick
reproduce.
up pollutants from the
land and move the pollutants down storm sewers
which lead to local streams.

Pokegama River
Pokegama River is about 26 miles and begins just
across the WI/MN border at Jay Cooke State Park.
The river flows beside Calvary
Cemetery and through the
Superior Municipal Forest. It’s
an important spawning area
for walleye, northern pike,
longnose and white suckers,
burbot and more.

Faxon Creek
Faxon Creek is entirely within the city of Superior.
It flows through Central Park and near Northern
Lights Elementary School, UWS campus, and the
YMCA. It begins near Heritage Park in Superior and
its mouth is near Barker’s Island. Portions of the
stream are channelized and buried underground.

Rivers are Birthplaces
Superior’s streams are
key spawning areas,
especially where the
river meets the bay.

This waterway begins at Calumet Oil and flows for
approximately 1.6 miles until it discharges into Hog Island
inlet, part of Superior Bay. Efforts have been made to
remediate the water contamination. The creek runs
through industrial, commercial, recreation, and residential
areas. It borders Carl Gullo Park’s western border. It
crosses under 2nd Street between 24th and 26th Ave. E.

Nemadji River
This large river runs about 433 miles in WI and MN. It has
many oxbow lakes near it where the river meandered and
then cut it off. The watershed’s soils are highly erodible
sand and clay. About 33,000 tons of sediment enter
Superior Bay from this river.

Bear Creek
The flow level varies with the season for this creek. You
may notice it beneath 2nd St east of 53rd Ave. E. The
mouth is an important spawning area for northern pike
and other warm water species. Bear Creek Park is at the
entry into Superior off of 2nd St near Moccasin Mike Road.

Bluff Creek
Bluff Creek travels
about 18 miles and
flows into Allouez Bay.
It is an intermittent
warm-water runoff
stream. Frequent
flood events are
common.

Dutchman
Creek

Oxbow lakes are visible
near the Nemadji River
and formed as the river
bend was naturally cutoff.

This creek is about a
nine-mile tributary to Lake Superior on the eastern
border of Superior. The mouth of this creek is at the
end of Moccasin Mike Road where it enters Lake
Superior. It is very turbid and although its riparian
area is relatively undeveloped, some stormwater
runoff from residences enters this waterway.

70% of pollution to surface waters
comes from stormwater

SLOW DOWN Stormwater Runoff. Find ways to have rainwater and snowmelt soak into the ground rather than being run-off carrying pollutants down storm drains.

