What is

Composting?

Composting is a fun,
rewarding way to turn
unwanted yard and
kitchen waste into
nutrient rich soil. When
compost is applied to
a garden, it returns
nutrients to the soil,
acting as an organic
fertilizer for plants. Homeowners can purchase a bin
(pictured) or build one. Learn more about composting
at: www.ci.superior.wi.us/Compost

What is the City of Superior’s

Native Plant &
Compost Ordinance?
“Native garden” or “native
lawn area,” is defined as
planting species of grasses
and wildflowers native to North
America. Invasive and noxious
plants are not permitted in
native plant areas.

How do I Maintain My

Compost?
Mix or turn the compost
once a week during
warm months to help
the breakdown process
and decrease odor.
Add dry materials,
such as newpaper or
dry leaves, or water
until compost has the
consistency of a rungout sponge.

Residential Compost Guidelines
• Contained to prevent windblown material.
• 5 feet from any rear or side lot lines.
• At least 10 feet from an occupied dwelling on an
adjacent parcel.
• Must not exceed 6 feet high and 15 feet long.
• Must not be a nusiance.
Read the full updated ordinance on the City of
Superior’s Municodes Chapter 104-260 & 104266:
https://library.municode.com/wi/superior/codes
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Do Compost:

Do Not Compost:

○ Vegetables & fruit
○ Rice & noodles
○ Eggs/egg shells
○ Coffee
○ Tea leaves/bags
○ Leaves
○ Grass clippings
○ Paper & newspaper

○ Meat
○ Milk
○ Cheese
○ Bones
○ Pet waste

City of Superior

Environmental Services Division of Public Works
51 East 1st Street
Superior, WI 54880
www.ci.superior.wi.us/esd
(715) 394-0392

Native Plants
&
Composting

Native lawns are areas planted with native plants.
Native plants are species that grow naturally in a
particular area and were present before European
settlement. These plants have adapted to handle
the climate, soils, and predators of the area. Native
plants have long roots, which increase the amount of
stormwater that soaks into the soil and helps them
survive droughts. For more information, visit:
www.ci.superior.wi.us/NativeLawn

Where do I

Start?
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When prepping for a native
lawn or garden, the first step
is to remove grass and weeds
from the area. One of the best
ways to remove the turf grass
is to cover the selected area
with a tarp (below) at the start
of spring and keep it there
until next spring. This will kill
the grass and any seeds in
the soil.

What is NOT a

Native Lawn?
Overgrown lawns are not native lawns.
Traditionally, lawns are composed
of turf grass that are non-native
species. The roots of turf grass only
reach a few inches into the soil as
shown in the image above, circled
in red. Unmaintained turf does not
significantly improve infiltration of
stormwater. Turf grass taller than 8”
may be subject to fines.

Next spring, till in soil
amendments, such as
compost and small amounts
of sand. Time to plant! Native
plant plugs can be planted
through landscape fabric
(decrease need to weed).
Don’t forget to water your
newly established plants.

Be sure
to know w
h
type of con at
ditions
the plants
need
as, full-sun . Such
or fullshade, an
d wet or
dry feet.

What do I

Plant?
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There are many types of
native plants and wildflowers to
choose from. Consider plants
that will bloom at different
times of the season. Here are
some examples:
• Bergamot
• Blue Flag Iris
• Bluestem Grass
• Purple Coneflower
• Swamp Milkweed
For more types of native plants
visit:
www.ci.superior.wi.us/NativeLawn
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How do I

Maintain?
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Maintenance is critical in
the first years to help plants
get established and prevent
weeds and invasives from
taking root.

How do I direct

Flow?
stormwater
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2. For the first 2-3 years you
may need to pull invasive
plants in the spring and midsummer while native plants
get established.

Installing rain gutters
(picutred) on home and
downspout will help
keep water away from
foundation of the home.
Directing stormwater from
downspouts and sump
pump discharges into a
native lawn or garden will
allow more water to soak
into the ground (pictured
below).

3. After the first frost or in
the early spring, cut dead
vegetation to 2-3” above
ground level. Plant material
can be left in place or
composted. Leaving dead
vegetation in place can help
insulate and protect the plant
roots or bulbs in the soil.
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1. After planting new plant
plugs, water 1-2 times in the
first few weeks. Mulch (clean
straw or wood chips) will help
retain soil moisture between
waterings.

